ENC 1101, Section 50
Fall 2011 

3:35pm – 4:50 pm
Tuesday Thursday

WMS 120
Instructor: Fati Ahmed, Email: fza11@fsu.edu
Required Texts & Materials
-On Writing--2010 FSU Custom Edition 

-The McGraw-Hill Handbook--2010 FSU Custom Edition
-Access to a computer

-A writing notebook/journal
First Year Composition Mission Statement

First-Year Composition courses at FSU teach writing as a recursive and frequently collaborative process of invention, drafting, and revising. Writing is both personal and social, and students should learn how to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. Since writing is a process of making meaning as well as communicating, FYW teachers respond to the content of students' writing as well as to surface errors. Students should expect frequent written and oral response on the content of their writing from both teacher and peers. Classes rely heavily on a workshop format. Instruction emphasizes the connection between writing, reading, and critical thinking; students should give thoughtful, reasoned responses to the readings. Both reading and writing are the subjects of class discussions and workshops, and students are expected to be active participants of the classroom community. Learning form each other will be a large part of the classroom experience.

If you would like further information regarding the First-Year Composition Program, feel free to contact the program director, Dr. Deborah Coxwell Teague (dteague@fsu.edu).

Course Goals
This course aims to help you improve your writing skills in all areas: discovering what you have to say, organizing your thoughts for a variety of audiences, and improving fluency and rhetorical sophistication. You will write and revise three papers, write sustained exploratory journals, devise your own purposes and structures for those papers, work directly with the audience of your peers to practice critical reading and response, and learn new writing techniques.

This course is focused on producing good writers. We aim to teach composition in a process orientated way. Many composition courses simply focus on producing a set amount of well written essays, and although they may achieve this, much of the time the writing in these types of classroom is formulaic, and the class fails to develop good writers—students leave the classroom having cranked out a few good essays, but with no real grasp of how to write and no strategies for writing outside the classroom. In this course we acknowledge that authors, people, produce writing and so our goal is to learn and improve as writers. This may appear like a minuscule difference in teaching design, but it is actually very important. We will focus on strategies of good writing rather than simply correcting mistakes. The course is designed to help us develop as writers, so that even after we leave the classroom we still retain the skill and ability to write well.

Requirements of Course

· Three papers, edited and polished
We will go over the prompts for these papers in class and discuss them extensively. You will have plenty opportunities to ask questions and make comments about the prompts. 
· Three drafts and revisions of each assigned formal paper. 
This means for each assigned paper you will turn in drafts one, two, and three along with a final proof-read and polished paper. You also have the option of submitting another version of your paper after receiving your grade, if you are not happy with it. 
· Journals.
You will all be responsible for keeping and maintaining a writer’s journal. Your progress on this will be checked periodically from time to time. 
· Blog. 
You will each be assigned 2 days to post blog entries on our class blog. You will also be responsible for commenting on your classmates’ blogs every week.
· Two individual conferences.

Twice during the semester I will cancel class and schedule times to meet with each individual student to discuss his/her work. 

· Thoughtful, active, and responsible participation and citizenship. 

Class discussion will be an integral part of this course. You are in college and therefore intelligent young adults. Your opinions, assessments, ideas, and theories are valid and important. You will be expected to bring them to the classroom and participate in discussion. We will learn as a community and as a member of this community, you will need to contribute. Class participation includes grades on occasional pop quizzes. 
Evaluation

Active participation in class discussion, blogs, conferences, workshops, and preparedness in class all factor into this section. Drafts will be graded on completeness and potential—not on editing or other mechanical issues. Final papers will have 4 grades that will be averaged to make-up your final grade. These components are content, organization, grammar, and process. All other written and oral work will be graded on meaning or content and appropriateness to the assignment. 

Paper 1 = 15% 

Paper 2 = 20% 

Paper 3 = 30% 

Final Project = 15% 

Journals and Blog = 15% 

Participation = 5%
Assignments

Paper 1: The Literacy Narrative
For this essay, I‘d like to learn about your history as a reader and writer of various kinds of texts. I‘d like you to think about the factors, people, and situations in your life that played a major role in making you the reader and writer you are today. Think about the schools you attended, the people who taught you, and the situations you found yourself in that shaped you as a reader and writer. Reflect upon both positive and negative influences, how you reacted to those influences, and how they played a role in shaping you as a student. 

Feel free to write about a type of literacy that is not restricted to print texts. Today, we think of multiple literacies—personal, digital, oral, and visual literacies, for example, in addition to more traditional academic literacy. You might choose to write about reading and writing experiences outside of school—in your personal life—that have affected you, or you might choose to write a digital literacy narrative that reflects on how you have grown/developed as a reader and writer of digital texts. Another idea is to write an oral literacy narrative in which you focus on your history as a reader and writer of a particular type of oral texts—perhaps music or stories you‘ve heard throughout your life; or you might write a visual literacy narrative in which you focus on your history as a reader and composer of paintings, photos, or scrapbooks. There are many possibilities for directions you can go with this composition. We‘ll explore ideas together in class. There‘s no one way to approach or structure this essay or any of the other essays you write in this class. What you say in this paper and how you say it will depend on the ideas you want to communicate to your readers. 

Paper Length: 4-6 pages (plus 1-2 page process memo/reflection).
Paper 2: The Position-Shift Essay
This essay asks you to focus on a single experience or set of experiences in your life. The focus of the essay should revolve around a personal experience that altered how you thought or felt about an issue, idea, belief, etc. Reflection on the experience(s) and what it/they mean(s) to you should play as strong a role as memory. By focusing on one event or one group of related events, you can begin to acclimate yourself to examining your life through writing. You should write about some time in your life when you had a ―shift‖ (change in position or way of thinking) about a certain issue that is very important to you. For example, you might write about how your attitude regarding a specific issue or subject (homophobia, racism, prejudice, immigration policies, the importance of education, your relationship with a particular individual or organization, your attitude towards your involvement in a particular sport, your priorities in life, etc.) changed as a result of a personal experience.

For example, one student wrote about how her attitude towards gays and lesbians changed after she realized that one of her best friends was gay. Another wrote about how his idea that racism was a thing of the past changed when he witnessed first-hand the way his friend was discriminated against because of the color of his skin. Another wrote about how her relationship with her younger brother changed as the result of a series of experiences. Still another wrote about how his disdain for school and studying changed when he failed tenth grade and realized what his future was likely to hold if he didn‘t earn a good education. The possibilities for this topic are as wide as your experiences. Just make certain that you choose to write about something that is important to you and that has played a major role in shaping who you are and how you think.

Page Length: 5-7 pages (plus 1-2 page process memo/reflection)

Paper 3: Writing Beyond the Personal—Moving Outward 

This paper serves as a segue to the type of researched writing you‘ll be focusing on in your second required composition course that you‘ll take before the end of your first year at FSU. The ideas you bring to this paper will extend beyond your personal experience. At this point in the semester you should be ready to talk about something other than where you‘ve already been. Topics will be negotiated with each of you and should focus on a topic of personal interest that you truly want to explore. For example:

 You might write about your choice of a college major or career and the possibilities for advancement, employment, fulfillment, etc. in your chosen area.

 You might decide to write a family history paper about a particularly interesting family member. For example, one student wrote her paper about a great aunt who had died before the student was born. As the student was growing up, she frequently heard stories about this great aunt who had been in her twenties during the Roaring ‗20s and had raised a family during the Great Depression. The student had always wanted to know even more about her interesting aunt and did so as she interviewed family members and did research on the time period in which her great aunt had lived.

 You may also choose to write about a place you would like to go. One student who had dreamed for years of traveling to Italy wrote her paper on the places she would visit and what she would be sure to see when she actually made the trip.

You will be expected to use 2-3 outside sources that could include a combination of personal interviews, questionnaires, on-line sources, and/or print sources. You should strongly consider including images to enhance your print text.

Page Length: 6-8 pages (plus 2-page process memo/reflection)

Final Project: Radical Revision Multi-Media 
Radical Revision pulls in all of the tools you have used throughout the semester. It allows you the freedom to ―start over‖ with an earlier paper and revamp it using the knowledge you have gained throughout the semester. The multimedia element allows you to consider a piece you may have thought was finished in a new way and opens up new possibilities. Decide what you want to do for your radical revision. You can change any of your three compositions into another type of art/media. You can do any of the following or make up your own: create a painting, poem, song, skit, drawing, or video, or rewrite one of your three papers from someone else‘s point of view.
You need to write a one-page proposal for what you think you will be doing your radical revision on, with detailed description. If you are thinking of creating a painting, describe why you have chosen that project and what it will look like; if you think you‘re going to write a song, tell us why you‘ve chosen that project, give us a few lines, and describe the tune; if you are turning an essay into a poem, tell us why you‘ve chosen that project and give us a rough draft; if you are rewriting one of your essays from another point of view, tell us why you‘ve chosen that project and give us a rough draft of the direction you are taking. Make sure to say which composition you are going to revise—your first composition, the Position Shift, or the Writing Beyond the Personal Essay. After you complete your radical revision, you‘ll need to complete a 2-page process memo/reflection in which you reflect on your project, how you went about completing it, and what you learned from doing it.

Journal
You will be responsible for maintaining a notebook/journal throughout the semester to track your ideas, thoughts, free writes, etc. You will write frequently about your writing process, start texts, jot ideas, paste in articles and pictures, draw maps, make lists, etc.—anything that assists you in keeping the ideas flowing. I will occasionally assign free writes or journal topics, but for the most part you will be able to use this space for whatever interests or excites you. You should bring your notebook to class everyday for free writing exercises. I will also periodically check journals during class to make sure you are keeping up with them. If you do not have your journal with you when I collect, you will get a 0 for participation that day. Do not worry about grammar, spelling, or other style conventions in your journal. Journals will be checked and graded for completion only.
Blog
We have a class blog that can be found at http://enc110150.blogspot.com/. I will help you set up your user name for our blog. Everyone will be assigned at least 2 formal blog entries for the semester on our class readings or other topics. I will give you prompts as we go along. On days that you are not assigned to post a blog, you are still required to comment on at least one of the two blog posts that week. Your comments should be thoughtful, engaging, and respectful. Please be creative with your blog posts, but also keep in mind that whatever you write will not only be read and graded by me, but will also be live on the internet for anyone to see. Keep your audience in mind!
Class Policies

Our class is a community, which means that we must all work together and be on the same page. 

Late Work

It is important to turn in your work on time. All assignments are posted in the week-by-week schedule, therefore you have plenty of notice of assignments for this class. Also, it is important to come to class to workshop days with the completed assignment. Workshop is a time to help you revise your writing. If you come to a workshop class without your assignment you will be marked absent for the day.
I will accept late papers but with a penalty. For every day your assignment is late, it will lose one letter grade. I will not accept late blog posts or comments. 
Attendance
The First-Year Composition program maintains a strict attendance policy to which this course adheres: an excess of four absences in this course is grounds for failure. Missing a conference will also be counted as an absence. Please show up to class on time. Arriving tardy disrupts the classroom. Three tardies will be counted as an absence. Coming to class without papers for workshops will also count as an absence. 
Save your absences for when you get sick or for family emergencies. There are no excused absences in this course. It is your responsibility to manage your attendance and allowed absences. 
First-Year Composition Course Drop Policy
This course is NOT eligible to be dropped in accordance with the “Drop Policy” adopted by the Faculty Senate in Spring 2004. The Undergraduate Studies Dean will not consider drop requests for a First-Year Composition course unless there are extraordinary and extenuating circumstances utterly beyond the student's control (e.g.:death of a parent or sibling, illness requiring hospitalization, etc.). The Faculty Senate specifically eliminated First-Year Composition courses from the University Drop Policy because of the overriding requirement that First-Year Composition be completed during students' initial enrollment at FSU.

Civility
I will not tolerate disruptive language nor disruptive behavior. Disruptive language includes, but is not limited to, violent and/or belligerent and/or insulting remarks, including sexist, racist, homophobic or anti-ethnic slurs, bigotry, and disparaging commentary, either spoken or written (offensive slang is included in this category). While I do not disagree that you each have a right to your own opinions, inflammatory language founded in ignorance or hate is unacceptable and will be dealt with in an immediate manner.
Disruptive behavior includes the use of cell phones, pagers, or any other form of electronic communication during the class session (e-mail, web-browsing, etc). Use of electronic communication during class will result in points being deducted from your final grade. Disruptive behavior also includes whispering or talking when another member of the class is speaking or engaged in relevant conversation. This classroom functions on the premise of respect, and you will be asked to leave the classroom if you violate any part of this statement on civility. We are all adults in this classroom and everyone is expected to act maturely. I reserve the right to count you absent for disrupting class and belligerent disrespect of others. Hateful or uncooperative language and behavior conflicts with goals of this course and will not be tolerated. 
This class is meant to be a safe place, which means personal information shared by a student during class or through class assignments must stay within the class. Please do not talk or gossip about your classmates. If you observe something of concern come talk to me. 
Plagiarism
Plagiarism, including self-plagiarism, is grounds for suspension from the university as well as for failure in this course. It will not be tolerated. Any instance of plagiarism must be reported to the Director of First-Year Composition and the Director of Undergraduate Studies. Plagiarism is a counterproductive, non-writing behavior that is unacceptable in a course intended to aid the growth of individual writers. Plagiarism is included among the violations defined in the Academic Honor Code, section b), paragraph 2, as follows: "Regarding academic assignments, violations of the Academic Honor Code shall include representing another's work or any part thereof, be it published or unpublished, as one's own." A plagiarism education assignment that further explains this issue will be administered in all first-year writing courses during the second week of class. Each student will be responsible for completing the assignment and asking questions regarding any parts they do not fully understand. 

Student Resources

The following are all here to help you. Use them as often as you like. 

Reading/Writing Center (RWC)
The Reading/Writing Center, located in Williams 222-C, is devoted to individualized instruction in reading and writing. Part of the English Department, the RWC serves Florida State University students at all levels and from all majors. Its clients include a cross-section of the campus: first-year students writing for composition class, upper level students writing term papers, seniors composing letters of applications for jobs and graduate schools, graduate students working on theses and dissertations, multilingual students mastering English, and a variety of others. The RWC serves mostly walk-in tutoring appointments, however it also offers three different courses for credit that specifically target reading, undergraduate-level writing, and graduate-level writing.

The tutors in the RWC, all graduate students in English with training and experience in teaching composition, use a process-centered approach to help students at any stage of writing: from generating ideas, to drafting, organizing and revising. While the RWC does not provide editing or proofreading services, its tutors can help writers build their own editing and proofreading strategies. Our approach to tutoring is to help students grow as writers, readers and critical thinkers by developing strategies for writing in a variety of situations.

During the fall and spring semesters, the RWC is open Monday through Thursday from 10 - 6 and Friday from 10 -2. Hours of operation vary in summer. Visit the RWC web site or call 644-6495 for information.

Strozier Satellite Location
The Strozier location serves students where its most convenient for them, and alongside the research and advising services the library offers. Only walk-in appointments are available at this RWC location, on a first-come first-served basis, but students can sign up in advance the day of an appointment at the tutoring area. Hours vary by semester, but are updated on both the RWC web site and the Strozier Library web site at the start of each semester.

Digital Studio
The Digital Studio provides support to students working individually or in groups on a variety of digital projects, such as designing a web site, developing an electronic portfolio for a class, creating a blog, selecting images for a visual essay, adding voiceover to a presentation, or writing a script for a podcast. Tutors who staff the Digital Studio can help students brainstorm essay ideas, provide feedback on the content and design of a digital project, or facilitate collaboration for group projects and presentations. 
Students can use the Digital Studio to work on their own to complete class assignments or to improve overall capabilities in digital communication without a tutoring appointment if a work station is available. However, tutor availability and workspace are limited so appointments are recommended. To make an appointment e-mail us at fsudigitalstudio@gmail.com or visit the Digital Studio in Williams 222-B. Hours vary by semester and are updated at the website.

Gordon Rule

In order to fulfill FSU’s Gordon Rule “W” Designation (writing) credit, the student must earn a “C-” or better in the course. The University stipulates that students must write 7000 words in ENC 1101 & 1102 (at least 3500 words per course) to earn Gordon Rule credit.

ADA

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should in the FIRST WEEK OF CLASS 1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) and 2) bring a letter to the instructor from SDRC indicating the need for academic accommodations. This and all other class materials are available in alternative format upon request.

Final Note
I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus.

